At the outset I cannot too strongly impress upon the minds of those who are engaged in the study of are affected with this malady in some of its varied forms. .The student who has not devoted a large share of his attention to the careful observation and study of fever at the bedside of the patient, in the wards of a fever hospital; who has contented himself with the acquisition of manual dexterity and operative skill in a surgical ward, and has made himself acquainted with the various methods of diagnosis and treatment which are to be acquired in a medical ward, has not more than half equipped himself for the right discharge of the duties of his profession. The great majority of cases of small-pox occur in young persons, in whom the disease is almost altogether, if not wholly, preventible; and it can only be considered the result of criminal carelessness and neglect, that so many of the young are annually allowed to become the victims of this malady. It is satisfactory to know, now that vaccination has been made compulsory in England by Act of Parliament, that the time cannot be far distant when such a measure will also be deemed necessary for Scotland.
It seems to be in vain to expect that the practice of vaccination will be universally adopted, unless enforced by stringent measures. The members of the profession in Glasgow cannot be charged with any degree of remissness in the discharge of their duty with respect to vaccination. They afford the fullest opportunity to every one, however poor, of getting the operation performed gratuitously; but it would appear that, though the penalty is either the death or disfigurement of their children, there are many who are so obtuse, ignorant, and careless, that nothing will move them but the strong arm of the law. In order to discover how much of the mortality from small-pox was to be found among children under five years of age, and might have been prevented, I have been enabled, through the kindness of' Mr. Patrick, to discover that of the 296 deaths, 234 were under 5 years of age ; 15 were from 5 to 20;vaccinated, and afterwards small-pox having taken It appears from the above table, that the vaccinated and unvaccinated were nearly equal; that among the former there was a larger proportion of discrete and mild cases, and that, in the confluent cases, the mortality was much less than among the latter.
There can be little doubt that, even though vaccination were much more attended to than it is at present, there will always be a certain number of exceptional cases, in which, from various causes at present unknown, but which may afterwards be discovered, complete protection will not be afforded. It will probably be found that many of these cases can be accounted for by the want of due precaution in providing against all those circumstances which are found to militate against the production of the true vaccine disease. Besides, it is not at all probable that the lymph produced in weak and unhealthy children, can be so we find that, while, in the latter, deaths from small-pox are almost altogether abolished, in the former?the country to which the world owes the discovery of vaccination?its effects are least felt. Now, however, that the attention of the Government seems to be roused to the importance of the subject, it is to be hoped that the time will soon arrive when every one of the inhabitants of this country, whether dwelling in the most remote of the Scottish islands, or in the wildest parts of Connaught, will obtain efficient protection from this loathsome and fatal disease.
